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In this World AIDS Day, UNAIDS invites everyone to join  collective effort to end inequalities, 
end aids, and end pandemics.  

Pandemics take root in—and widen—the fissures of society. We all have witnessed in these 
past two years how a pandemic can exacerbate inequalities inside and among countries.  

Progress in AIDS, which was already off track, is now under even greater strain as the Covid 
crisis continues to rage, disrupting HIV prevention and treatment services, schooling, 
violence-prevention programmes, and more.  

To end AIDS, we need to tackle these inequalities urgently. Otherwise, as our Executive 
Director, Winnie Byanyima, constantly reminds us: “we will still be unprepared for the 
pandemics of tomorrow.”  

This year, the world agreed on a bold plan that, if leaders fulfil it, will end AIDS by 2030. 
That’s good news. 

But today, as the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, we want to issue a stark 
warning. AIDS remains a pandemic, the red light is flashing and only by moving fast to end 
the inequalities that drive the pandemic we can overcome it. 

Gay men and other men who have sex with men, sex workers, transgender people and 
people who use drugs remain among the most vulnerable populations to HIV and among 
which HIV prevalence is the highest in our region, reaching 23% among transgender people.  

Therefore, we invite all leaders in our region to work boldly and together to tackle the 
inequalities which endanger us all, by: 

 Supporting community-led and people-centred infrastructure 

 Ensuring equitable access to medicines, vaccines and health technologies 

 Strengthening human rights, to build trust and tackle pandemics 

 Supporting essential workers and providing them with the resources and tools they 
need  

 Ensuring people-centred data systems that highlight inequalities.  
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 And most important of all: eliminating stigma and discrimination in our region, which 
are still responsible for so many deaths and exclusion of people living with or affected 
by HIV. 

Every minute that passes, we are losing a precious life to AIDS. We don’t have time. 

We all need to turn this moment of crisis into a moment of transformation. Ending fast these 
inequalities is what we need, so that we can deliver on the promise to end AIDS by 2030. It 
is in our hands.  

[END] 
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UNAIDS 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-
related deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 
UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and 
works closely with global and national partners towards ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030 
as part of the Sustainable Development Goals. Learn more at unaids.org and connect with 
us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Youtube. 

 


